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Native Earth Salts the Wound 
 

Canada’s oldest professional Aboriginal performing arts organization starts off its 27th season with a workshop 
production of Salt Baby by Playwright in Residence Falen Johnson.    
 

“Well my mom’s half Mohawk her dad was a chief, a hereditary chief. He married a white woman.  
And my Dad is Tuscarora. Full. So fractions, right? Three quarters. I guess. The government doesn’t  
really agree with my math.” 

 
The play first appeared three seasons ago in the Weesageechak Festival Young Voices showcase as a one woman 
show exploring the experience of being invisibly ethnic.  In the intervening years, Johnson has expanded the play to 
a dozen characters, and applied reams of research to understanding the intersection between blood and identity.   
 
Director Yvette Nolan (Death of a Chief, The Ecstasy of Rita Joe) has a bit of salt herself, identifying with both her 
Algonquin and immigrant Irish backgrounds.   “I totally identify with Salt Baby’s struggle as an invisible Aboriginal,” 
Nolan said the other day, adding “is our ethnicity constructed then?”  With families all across Canada awakening to 
the knowledge of secret (read hidden) Native ancestors in their family trees, the blood quantum issue is rising 
quickly to the surface of our national identity debate.   
 
A stellar cast brings the play to life and raises questions about how we expect Aboriginal people to look.  The play 
is both deeply moving and hilarious as the title character goes to incredible pains to determine what percentage of 
her body and soul are Native.  Whatever the results, the journey promises to be 100% engaging.        
 

 PLEASE ADD TO LISTINGS:  
Salt Baby 
A Native Earth Performing Arts workshop production 
Written by: Falen Johnson 
Directed by: Yvette Nolan 
Featuring: Mike Bernier, James Cade, PJ Prudat, Michaela Washburn 
Lighting Designer: Michelle Ramsay 
Set and Costume Designer: Jackie Chau 
Sound Designer: Richard Lee 
 
October 8-17, 2009 
Theatre Passe Muraille Backspace 
16 Ryerson Ave Toronto 
Tues-Sat 8pm, Pay-What-You-Can performances Fri 8pm and Sat at 2:30pm 
 
Single tickets 416.504.7529 or online at www.artsboxoffice.ca  
Info or group bookings 416.531.1402 
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