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Native Earth gets down (under) 
We’re not ones to rest on our laurels. Sure Death of a Chief played to 97% capacity audiences at National Arts Centre. Sure we sent The Triple Truth to numerous communities across Ontario. So what if over 10,000 people have seen our work this year (more than any other season in our 25 year history)? It’s all in a day’s work. But theatre this big has to spread its wings from time to time. And judging by our calendars it’s time for yet another leg of the Honouring Theatre Tour. In 2006, Native Earth took on this ambitious global initiative showcasing a triple bill of powerful and authentic Indigenous theatre from Canada, New Zealand and Australia. Now, Native Earth heads down under again with Annie Mae’s Movement touring Rotorua and Auckland New Zealand, and Perth, Australia. 
Written and directed by Yvette Nolan, Annie Mae’s Movement explores what it must have been like to be Anna Mae Pictou Aquash: A woman in a man’s movement, a Canadian in America, an Aboriginal in a white-dominant culture at a time when it felt like we could really change the world. 

“Two years and two continents later, we can’t be more thrilled to continue this inspiring partnership with Yirra Yaakin Noongar Theatre (Australia) and Open Book Productions (New Zealand),” says Yvette Nolan, who also serves as Artistic Director of Native Earth Performing Arts. 

Under Nolan’s critical eye are cast members Michelle St. John (Gemini Award-winning for Where the Spirit Lives) and Grahame Merke (Prairie Theatre Exchange’s fareWel). And together they bring to life the story of the famed Mi’qmak activist whose controversial work for Native rights sent her on a rough road leading to her mysterious and brutal death. Using Nolan’s critically acclaimed direction (the same direction that propelled The Unnatural and Accidental Women into NOW Magazine’s “Top 10 Shows of 2004”), she throws out the cold facts surrounding Annie Mae’s demise, and looks for truths in the life and death of this remarkable Aboriginal woman. Lighting Design by Michelle Ramsay. Set and Costume Design by Jackie Chau. Stage Management by Isaac Thomas. 

Before the show hits the road, Aboriginal Legal Services of Toronto will be hosting a special launch presentation of the play at Dancemakers Centre of Creation on June 10th at 8pm.  

Please add to listings immediately: 

Annie Mae’s Movement and the Honouring Theatre Tour
Written and Directed by Yvette Nolan

Featuring Michelle St. John, Graham Merke

Lighting Design by Michelle Ramsay

Set and Costume Design by Jackie Chau

Stage Management by Isaac Thomas. 

June 10 2008, 8pm 

Toronto’s Dancemakers Centre for Creation, Distillery District, 55 Mill Street, Building 58, The Cannery, Studio 313

Tickets: Charlene, Aboriginal Legal Services Toronto, 416.408.4041 x223, Tickets $30
June 13-19 2008 Rotorua New Zealand

June 23-28 Auckland, New Zealand

For information about booking a date on our Auckland and Rotorua tour:

Open Book Productions at +64 4 970 1815 or Amanda@kihi.co.nz
July 1-7 Perth, Australia

For information about booking a date on our Perth tour:

Yirra Yaakin Noongar Theatre at +61 8 9202 1966 or visit www.yirrayaakin.asn.au
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